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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Charles F. Wieland III on 3/2/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 17, line 19, the phrase "authorizes said transaction and" has been add between 
the phrases "and if not" and "does not generate ..." 

Claim 20, line 19, the phrase "authorizes said transaction and" has been add between 
the phrases "and if not" and "does not generate ..." 

Claims 45-56 have been canceled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-15, 17-21 and 28-44 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Claims 1, 14, 15, 21 and 39 recite the limitations of having a limited-use credit 
card, which permits multiple uses and has a use-triggered condition, the occurrence of 
which causes deactivation of the limited-use card. In addition, the limited-use card is 
associated with a master credit card, but the numbers are not. Claims 17 and 20 are 
very similar, except the actual decision steps are performed. Permitting multiple uses is 
ensured by the limitation that if a limited-use event does not occur, then the transaction 
is completed and no deactivation command is generated. None of the prior art shows 
or teaches the full combination of these limitations. Claims 2-13, 18-19, 28-38 and 40- 
44 are dependent upon the above independent claims. 

Walker et al. (US 6,163,771 ) provides a similar system, but it is strictly limited to 
a single-use as stated in the title. 

Armetta et al. (US 5,864,830) provides a system with prepaid cards being 
associated with a master credit card. The amount of the pre-pay could be construed as 
a use-limit. However, the reference is silent to what happens when one goes over the 
pre-paid amount. None of the prior art provided a teaching to show the deactivation of a 
card when going over the limit. Armetta et al. does provide a method of increasing the 
prepaid amount. 

Dickerman et al. (US 5,987,1 18) shows a deactivation of a credit/debit card, but it 
is done through customer service (see figure 12). Franco shows a card being 
deactivated as fraud prevention when an incorrect PIN is used repeatedly. Lee shows 
old card numbers being deactivated when a new card has been issued. None of these 
references show or teach the claimed invention. 
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Clayton is a non-patent reference of interest discussing debit cards. Like a 
prepaid card a debit card could be considered limited-use by the account balance, but 
the reference does not teach anything on deactivation. 

Colbert is a foreign reference of interest, provided by applicant's 1 1/20/02 IDS, 
which discusses not revealing a master card number. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Cuff whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6778. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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